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Issue # 8          February 2006





A special bulletin for our partners about primary care and community health initiatives at Trillium Health Centre





The Seniors’ Health Clinic is accepting referrals for consultant and treatment recommendations for persons 65 years of age and older who are frail, complex and experiencing at least one of the following:


Cognitive impairment, confusion, falls, decreased mobility, medication management issues


Multiple and/or complex medical, functional and psychosocial issues


Two or more hospital admissions in the past year


Frequent emergency room visits


Urinary and/or fecal incontinence 


Chronic constipation


Referrals can be faxed to (416) 521-4082.  For further information regarding our services, please contact:


Tiziana Rivera, Manager, Seniors’ Health Program


(905) 848-7580 ext 3649 or (905) 848-7507








Senior’s Health Resource





Family Practice Rounds Go On-line!





Trillium’s Thursday morning Family Practice Rounds were accredited this year for 1.0 Mainpro M-1 credit per meeting.  This applies to meetings from September 22, 2005 to September 21, 2006.





To facilitate access to these meetings by members of Trillium’s Department of Family Practice, a pilot project is underway to provide taped versions of the meeting for viewing via the hospital’s Intranet site.   Physicians can visit the site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.thc.on.ca" ��www.thc.on.ca�) from within the Trillium IT network and find links to three recent meetings for viewing at their convenience.  Continuation of the pilot will be based on user feedback.





The Ministry of Health & Long Term Care granted approval in December for the South Mississauga & South West Etobicoke Family Health Team.  


The proposal for this Family Health Team (FHT) was submitted jointly by Trillium Health Centre and over 40 local family physicians back in February 2005.   With this approval we are now able to move forward with the planning for this new primary care service model in our community.


A Family Health Team is an approach to primary health care that brings together a team of health care providers to co-ordinate the highest possible quality of care for patients. Most Family Health Teams will consist of doctors, nurses, nurse practitioners and other health care professionals who work collaboratively, each utilizing their experience and skills in order to maximize the input of each team member and thus optimize the care for patients.


The vision for the South Mississauga and South West Etobicoke FHT is that of a highly co-ordinated physician group practicing over two or three sites with Nurse Practitioners, RN’s, Dieticians, Social Works/ Mental Health Counselors, Pharmacists and Patient Educators working collectively in providing a range of primary care services and focusing on chronic disease prevention and management based on the identified needs of the population served.


The next step in the implementation process is the development of an operations and business plan for the FHT.  This plan is due to the Ministry no later than June 30, 2006.  In order to complete this deliverable, a Steering Committee and work groups have been established to focus on governance, finance, communications, office practice design, and chronic disease management.  These groups will have strong representation from physicians.


Physicians interested in learning more about the Family Health Team are encouraged to contact Dr. Don Collins-Williams at 905-625-5621.  A stakeholder session will be held in early April - further information will be forthcoming. 





Family Health Team approval granted





Trillium’s Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services has moved to a new location.  This service can now be found at 2085 Hurontario St., Suite 300.  The phone number remains unchanged as 905-848-7484.





The clinic continues to provide outpatient services to children and adolescents up to and including 18 years of age who are in need of a psychiatric assessment and treatment.  Treatment options may include individual, family or group therapy, psychological testing, medication consultation and follow-up.  The catchment area for this service is Mississauga and South Etobicoke.    





Trillium Physicians can fax referrals directly to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services.  The fax number is 905 – 804-7912.  Once a referral is received, a clinician will contact the family to familiarize them with our services and assist them through the centralized intake process. 





Community referrals will continue to be faxed directly to Centralized Intake.  





We look forward to continuing to be a resource for you and your patients.    





��
Get Connected  - sign up with Trillium’s Community Physician Connectivity Project�
�



Over the last nine months Trillium Health Centre (Trillium) in partnership with Smart Systems for Health Association (SSHA) has been connecting our community physicians to a secure high-speed network.   With 170 community physicians now enrolled, we are on our last push to sign up other interested physicians before this phase of our project closes on Tuesday, February 28th.





The benefits include of enrollment in this project are:


Free high speed internet access 


Access to Trillium’s Meditech, Diagnostic and Cardiac imaging, and intranet resources


Access to SSHA’s secure private network to which all physicians in Ontario will ultimately need�to be connected


Preferred access to future SSHA offerings - such as secure email, real time Health Card validation, high speed EDT submission and others - as they become available.


To get enrolled simply call Chika Mba at Trillium’s IT Department at (905) 848-7580 x5912.  But hurry - this phase is nearing completion.








Do you have patients that are seeking credible sources of consumer health and medical information?  We’d be happy to assist them in finding that information.





Trillium Health Center offers to patients, the community-at-large and staff, the services of two consumer health information centers, one at M-site and the other at Q-site.  Our collection of resources includes books, journals, videos, CDs and databases.  This collection is monitored/inventoried on an ongoing basis to ensure up-to-date, reliable information.  Items may be loaned for a period of two weeks.  Staff has developed Healthfinders on a variety of topics (46 in total) in order to get patients started on their information search.  We provide public access to a wide range of health and medical information, but never medical advice nor interpretation.





If your patients are unable to visit us, they can access much of our information online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.trilliumhealthcentre.org/health/" ��http://www.trilliumhealthcentre.org/health/�.  If they require health information on a specific topic, they can email us directly from our website or give us a call at 905-848-7511 (M-site) or 416-521-4187 (Q-site).  No question is too large or too small!!  





�





Meeting Patients Needs for Health Information





Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services on the move!
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